‘IF ANYBODY ASK YOU WHO I AM

for S.A.T.B. voices, a cappella

ANONYMOUS SPIRITUAL
ANONYMOUS Arranged by Elliot Z. Levine
Edited by Lawrence Bennett

The true origins of this Southern American tune are unknown, but it appears to
belong to a group of black American chanting pieces from the early twentieth
century, and not to the more familiar repertoire of spirituals dating from the
nineteenth century. Thetune has been sungto a variety of sacred texts; stanzas 2-4
of the present edition are based upon anonymous black American Christmas
verse from nineteenth-century Georgia. In Elliot Z. Levine’s arrangement of the
tune, singers must work for a satisfactory balance between men’s and women'’s
voices in the canon (stanza 3), and the tenors must be clearly heard in stanza 4.
The rhythms should be “swung” in jazz style throughout the song.
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