WHAT CHILD IS THIS?

for S.A.T.B. voices, a cappella,
with optional guitar or harp*

WILLIAM CHATTERTON DIX Greensleeves; English, before 1600
(1837-1898) Accompaniment by J oseph Karpienia
Edited by Lawrence Bennett

What Child Is This? is one of the best known and most loved Christmas carols. It com-
bines the famous Renaissance melody of Greensleeves with a text by the Victorian
hymn-writer William Chatterton Dix. We have employed a standard harmonization
while adding an optional guitar or harp accompaniment that may be played eitherin
the elaborate notated version by Joseph Karpienia or in the simple chords indicated
above the vocal parts. Satisfactory results can also be achieved by performing the
accompaniment on a keyboard instrument. If an accompaniment is used, The West-
ern Wind suggests that a solo voice singstanzas 1 and 2, with the full chorus joiningin
stanza 3 and for all refrains. Carefully observing the gentle, rocking rhythms of the
compound meter, performers should establish a steady tempo that is not too slow.
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* The optional accompaniment i in standard guitar notation (an octave higher than it sounds).
If played by hatp, it may be transposed down one octave,
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